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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE EC BRUSSELS 0917 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, PFOR, IR 

SUBJECT: COMMISSION PLANS TO DISCUSS EC/IRAN COOPERATION 
AGREEMENT 

REE: EC BRUSSELS 560 

1. COMMISSION DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR EXTERNAL AFFIARS 
CASPARI TELLS US THAT HE WILL LEAVE EOR TEHRAN ON EEBRUARY 12 
TO MEET WITH THE IRANIAN DEPUTY MINISTER OF ECONOMICS AND 
FINANCE. CASPARI PLANS TO SAY THAT THE EC CANNOT ENTER INTO 

A PREEERENTIAL TRADE AGREEMENT WITH IRAN BECAUSE OF THE 
"CASEY/SOAMES AGREEMENT IE THE GOI CONTINUES TO INSIST ON 
SUCH AN AGREEMENT, CASPARI TELLS US THAT THE COMMISSION IS 
PREPARED TO BREAK OFF THE NEGOTIATIONS. WE DOUBT, HOWEVER, THAT 
THE MEMBER STATES WOULD AGREE TO THIS IN VIEW OF THE IMPLORTANCE 
THEY ASSIGN TO RELATIONS WITH IRAN. 

2. CASPARI WILL FLY DIRECTLY TO WASHINGTON ON FEBRUARY 15 
TO PARTICIPATE IN AN EXCHANGE OE VIEWS WITH US OFFICIALS 
ON CIEC ISSUES.HINTON 
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